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ANTHROPOLOGY 1030:
INTRODUCTION TO BIOLOGICAL ANTHROPOLOGY

Instructor: Dr. Tara Cepon-Robins 	 	 		 	Email: trobins3@uccs.edu 
Office hours: Wednesdays from 11am to 12pm (or by appointment)	Office: CENT 120

Course Description:
Day and Time: Mondays and Wednesdays, 12:15pm to 1:30 pm
Location: Centennial Hall 188
This is an in-person, lecture-based course that uses Canvas for assignment submission. Lecture notes and readings are also posted in Canvas. Assessments (quizzes and assignments) are due on Fridays of each week unless otherwise noted.
This course explores the broad and integrative field of Biological Anthropology. The term is divided into the following four sections. 
	Section 1: Introduction to Evolutionary Biology
	Provides an overview of the historical, theoretical, and empirical background of evolutionary biology. 

	Section 2: Primatology 
	Examines the basics of vertebrate, mammalian, and primate biology, with emphasis on how humans differ from our closest living relatives, the great apes. We will also discuss geological time, understanding how organisms become fossilized and how rocks and fossils provide important information regarding the time frame of human evolution. 

	Section 3: Paleoanthropology
	Covers what it means to be a hominin and what it means to be human. We will look closely at the species rich evolutionary tree and our hominin ancestors.

	Section 4: Modern Human Biology
	Explores our own species, anatomically modern humans. We will discuss modern human variation, first through the lens of the historical emphasis on classification, and then as an example of how the environment and forces of evolution have shaped our species. 



Expectations:
By the end of term, you are expected to be able to do the following: 
1. Explain the forces of evolution and their effects on populations. 
2. Compare human biology and anatomy to that of other primates, mammals, and vertebrates. 
3. [image: What separates humans from chimps and other apes? | HowStuffWorks]Describe the different types of primates. 
4. Place vertebrate, mammalian, primate, and human evolution in geological time. 
5. Explain what fossils are and how they form. 
6. Describe hypotheses for where, when, and why humans evolved. 
7. Discuss modern human variation from a biological and evolutionary perspective. 
[image: Our Origins]Required Text
Our Origins: Discovering Physical Anthropology (Sixth Edition) - Available online, by Clark Spencer Larsen (Available through TAAP)




Course Components (see course schedule for due dates):
· Attendance and Participation (100 points): Come to weekly lectures and be prepared to participate in the course. I will take attendance regularly. 

· Assignments (5 assignments at 30 points each; 150 points total): There are five assignments for this course that vary depending on topic. Assignment 1 is a reflection paper on what you know coming into the course. Assignment 2 is a primate morphology lab. Assignment 3 is a bipedalism anatomy lab. Assignment 4 is a hominin cranial morphology lab. Assignment 5 is a reflection paper on what you’ve learned in the course. 

· Quizzes (10 at 20 points each; 200 points total): Quizzes are online on Canvas and consist of multiple choice and true/false questions. They cover materials discussed in course for the week(s) prior to the quiz. They are not cumulative. They are open book and open note and are not timed (there’s no reason to get a low score). Quizzes should be considered an opportunity to start studying the material from that week.

· Exams (4 at 100 points each; 400 points total): You will take an exam at the end of each section covering the topics from just that section (the exams are not cumulative). Exams are in-person, closed book/note. You will not be able to access any course materials during the exam, so make sure to study! If you have accommodations, please make sure they are filed as soon as possible, as they must be on file at the time of the exam to receive extra time or other accommodations.

· Final Project (1 at 150 points): Choose a topic that really resonated with you from Biological Anthropology and dive deeper to create a well-researched, informative, and visually appealing final project. More information forthcoming. 

· Extra Credit (2 at 12 points each, one at 20 points; 44 points total): There are three extra credit opportunities for this class. An Entrance Exam due Week 1 and an Exit Exam due Week 15 (worth 12 points each), and an opportunity to attend and interact with researchers at Mountain Lion Research Day (worth 20 points). No individual extra credit work will be assigned under any circumstances. Use your time wisely throughout the term to complete assignments and quizzes on time, do your readings, listen to lectures, and study for exams.

Grade Breakdown:
	
Attendance and Participation:						100 points
Assignments (5 total at 30 points each):				150 points
Quizzes (10 total at 20 points each):					200 points
Exams (4 total at 100 points each):					400 points	
Final Project (1 total at 150 points):					150 points
Total										1000 points*

The grading system used in this course is as follows, with +/- given at appropriate cutoffs:  

A (90 - 100%) – 	Outstanding performance relative to course requirements; demonstrates mastery of course content at highest level. 
B (80 - 89%) – 	Performance that is significantly above basic course requirements; demonstrates mastery of course content at a high level. 
C (70 - 79%) – 	Performance that meets the course requirements in every respect; demonstrates an adequate understanding of course content.  
D (60 - 69%) – 	Performance at the minimal level necessary to pass the course, but does not fully meet the course requirements; demonstrates a marginal understanding of course content. 
F (0 - 59%) – 	Performance in the course is unacceptable and does not meet the course requirements; demonstrates an inadequate understanding of the course content. 

Additional Information Course-Specific Information:
· Due Dates and Late Assessments: All assessments are due on Fridays by 11:59 pm (except the Entrance Exam extra credit assignment and Final Project). Assessments should be completed/submitted by the due date. Late submissions will be penalized 10% for every day they are late (i.e. -10% any time after the due date, -20% (total) after 24 hours have passed, -30% after 48 hours have passed, etc.).  Extensions (without penalty) will only be given if prior arrangements are made, or in cases of illness or emergencies. There will be no exceptions after the due date has passed. Please reach out ASAP if any issues arise. I cannot accommodate you if you don’t reach out. 

· Use of Online Resources Not Associated with This Class: Answers for exams and other assessments should only come from materials provided in this course (i.e., lectures, readings). There is a lot of misinformation or out of context information on the internet and it is usually obvious when students use materials from unauthorized outside sources (i.e., Google Searches; ChatGPT). Because exams are taken online and you are not monitored while taking exams, you are on the honor system and, by taking this course you agree to only use course-provided materials. Any evidence that you are using materials from internet searches or other unauthorized content to answer questions will result in an automatic 0 on the assessment. If this happens more than once, you will receive an automatic 0 in the course and will be reported for academic dishonesty. 

· Intellectual Property and Posting to External Websites: All course materials provided to students by their instructor are considered intellectual property of the instructor and UCCS. These course materials include, but are not limited to, lecture slides or notes, problem sets, exams, answer keys, study guides, outlines, etc. Students are actively encouraged to use these materials provided by their instructor to support and foster learning. In instances in which the instructor has encouraged collaborative learning, these materials may be shared with peers in the course who are registered and enrolled. Unauthorized distribution of these materials to any website, either during or after the semester, is strictly prohibited. Uploading course materials that are provided by your instructor to third party websites, even if modified for your personal use, is a violation of academic conduct and may result in a zero on individual assignments, a zero in the whole course, and further measures associated with academic dishonesty.




[bookmark: _Hlk155700030]Course Schedule 
	[bookmark: _Hlk502922077]W
	Dates and Topics  
	Assessments
	Readings

	Section 1 – Introduction to Evolutionary Biology

	1
	Monday (8/24): Course Overview – What is Biological  Anthropology?

Wednesday (8/26): The scientific method and misconceptions about evolution
	Assignment 1: Reflections
Quiz 1: Canvas and Syllabus Quiz
*Due ONLINE: Friday (8/28) at 11:59pm*

Extra Credit: Entrance Exam (12 E. C. points)
*Due ONLINE: Sunday (8/30) at 11:59pm*

	Chapter 1

	2
	Monday (8/31): History of Evolutionary Theory

Wednesday (9/2): How are traits inherited?

	Quiz 2: Weeks 1 and 2
*Due ONLINE: Friday (9/4) at 11:59pm*
	Chapter 2


	3
	Monday (9/7): Labor Day Holiday – No class!

Wednesday (9/9): DNA, Protein Synthesis, and Population Genetics
	Quiz 3: Week 3
*Due ONLINE: Friday (9/11) at 11:59pm*
	Chapter 3

	4
	Monday (9/14): Forces of Evolution and Classification

Wednesday (9/16): Exam 1
	
	Chapter 4

	Section 1 - Primatology

	5
	Monday (9/21): Introduction to Primates – Part 1

Wednesday (9/23): Introduction to Primates – Part 2
	Quiz 4: Week 5
*Due ONLINE: Friday (9/25) at 11:59pm*
	Chapter 6

	6
	Monday (9/27): Survey of Living Primates – Part 1

Wednesday (9/30): Survey of Living Primates – Part 2
	Assignment 2: Primate Classification
*Due ONLINE: Friday (10/2) at 11:59pm*


	Chapter 7

	7
	Monday (10/5): Primate Behavior

Wednesday (10/7): No class
	Quiz 5: Week 6 & 7

	

	Section 3 - Paleoanthropology

	8
	Monday (10/12): Exam 2

Wednesday (10/14): Paleoanthropology/What makes us Human?
	Quiz 6: Week 8
*Due ONLINE: Friday (10/16) at 11:59pm*
	Chapter 8 and 9 

	9
	Monday (10/19): The Earliest Hominins

Wednesday (10/21): Early Genus Homo
	Assignment 3: Bipedalism
Quiz 7: Week 9
*Due ONLINE: Friday (10/23) at 11:59pm*
	Chapter 10 and 11

	10
	Monday (10/26): Archaic Homo sapiens and Neanderthals

Wednesday (10/28): Anatomically Modern Humans


	*Due ONLINE: Friday (10/30) at 11:59pm*
Assignment 4: Hominin Anatomy
Quiz 8: Week 10

	Chapter 12

	11
	Monday (11/2): Watch – Unknown: Cave of Bones

Wednesday (11/4): Exam 3


	
	

	Section 4 – Modern Humans

	12
	Monday (11/9): Agriculture and Lifestyle

Wednesday (11/11): The History of Human Classification
	Quiz 9: Week 12
*Due ONLINE: Friday (11/13) at 11:59pm*
	Chapter 13

	13
	Monday (11/16): Modern Human Variation – Part 1

Wednesday (11/18): Modern Human Variation – Part 2
	Quiz 10:  Week 13
*Due ONLINE: Friday (11/20) at 11:59pm*
	Chapter 5
PDFs posted to Canvas

	FB
	Fall Break – No class Monday (11/23) and Wednesday (11/25)

	14
	Monday (11/30): Evolutionary Medicine – Part 1

Wednesday (12/2): Evolutionary Medicine – Part 2
	Assignment 5: Reflections on Biological Anthropology
*Due ONLINE: Friday (12/4) at 11:59pm*

	PDFs posted to Canvas

	15
	Monday (12/7): Evolution into the Future/What can you do with what you’ve learned here?

Wednesday (12/9): Exam 4
	Extra Credit: Exit Exam (12 E. C. points)
*Due ONLINE: Friday (12/11) at 11:59pm*

*Extra Credit Opportunity: Attend MLRD  and turn in associated questions (more info to come)*
	Chapter 14

	
	Final Project Due - Wednesday (12/16) at 11:59pm


*Note: This schedule is subject to change, if necessary*


Additional UCCS Resources
Disability Services
If you are a student with a disability and believe you will need accommodations for this class, it is your responsibility to register with Disability Services and provide them with documentation of your disability. They will work with you to determine what accommodations are appropriate for your situation. To avoid any delay, you should contact Disability Services as soon as possible. Please note that accommodations are not retroactive and disability accommodations cannot be provided until a Faculty Accommodation Letter has been given to me. Please contact Disability Services for more information at Main Hall, 3rd floor, Room 324, (719) 255-3354, or dservice@uccs.edu.

Military Students
[bookmark: _Hlk124678586]If you are a military student with the potential of being called to military service or training during the course of the semester, you are encouraged to contact your UCCS course instructor no later than the first week of class to discuss the class attendance policy. Please see the Veteran and Military Affairs website for more information.

Textbook Affordability and Accessibility Program (TAAP)
· Required Materials: Course materials are available through TAAP (Textbook Affordability and Access Program). Log into your portal through uccs.textbookx.com; you can review your personal value sheet to see if TAAP benefits you. There is the option to “TAAP out” if the program does not fit your needs.
· Required Course Materials for this course: Our Origins, by Clark Spencer Larsen
· TAAP Materials Pick-up: Course materials can be picked up at the Campus Store unless you opted for a home delivery.
· More information:
· Textbook Affordability and Access Program | UCCS
· University of Colorado Colorado Springs Online Bookstore (textbookx.com)
· Troubleshooting: Backordered items, TAAPing out, deadlines, returns, etc. Email: shop@uccs.edu

Student Wellbeing 
UCCS is committed to facilitating the proactive wellbeing of all students. If you are unsure if you need assistance, free online mental health screenings can be found here. We welcome and encourage students to contact the following on-campus services for assistance regarding their physical, mental, and fitness needs:
· Wellness Center Health Services: 719-255-4444
· Campus Recreation: 719-255-7515
If you are struggling with your sense of belonging or diversity, equity, and inclusion challenges on campus, please consider reaching out to MOSAIC & the LGBTQ+ Resource Center. MOSAIC is located at University Center 110, 719-255-3319.
Other resources include:
· National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 800-273-8255, or text HELLO to 741741
· Colorado Crisis Services at 844-493-8255, or text TALK to 38255
· For emergencies contact UCCS Public Safety at 719-255-3111, or call 988 or 911

Responsible Reporting: Institutional Equity / Title IX Statement 
The Office of Institutional Equity (OIE), administers the University of Colorado (CU) Sexual Misconduct policy (including Title IX), the UCCS Discrimination and Harassment Policy, and the CU Conflict of Interest in Cases of Amorous Relationships Policy. All UCCS faculty and staff, including student employees, are considered “responsible employees” and must report any suspected or known conduct that may be in violation of these policies (“prohibited conduct”) directly to the OIE. This reporting requirement exists to support the safety of our campus community, and there is no statute of limitations. Prohibited conduct includes unwanted verbal or physical conduct that is sexual in nature, or based on a protected class (such as, gender, race, veteran status, disability, etc.). You may review the Applicable Policies and OIE’s Resolution Procedures here. While reporting prohibited conduct to the OIE is required by UCCS employees, participation in an OIE resolution process though the OIE is voluntary. Confidential reporting, and access to medical and mental health services, are available to students through the UCCS Wellness Center at 719-255-4444.
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