ANTH 3390: Bioarchaeology
3 credit hours
  
PROFESSOR: Tara Cepon-Robins   					E-MAIL: trobins3@uccs.edu	  
OFFICE HOURS: Wednesdays from 11am to 12pm			OFFICE: Centennial Hall 120
  
COURSE TIME AND LOCATION
Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:25-10:40am in Centennial Hall 119
  
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Bioarchaeology focuses on the study of human remains from archaeological sites, both ancient and historic. In this class, we will learn the bones of the human skeleton, look at how health and behavior can be interpreted from human skeletal remains and explore case studies from archaeological sites all over the world. We will also discuss multiple cultural interpretations of how human remains from archaeological sites should be handled and ethical implications. 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES
By the end of this course, you should be able to
1) Identify bones and basic skeletal features of the human skeleton; 
2) Discuss human skeletal remains within the archaeological context; 
3) Observe and describe markers of disease, nutrition deficiency, growth/aging, and physical activity, among other processes;
4) Understand and explore cultural significance of death and dead bodies among different societies around the world and ethical implications associated with these views.
  
REQUIRED TEXT
[bookmark: _Hlk52536917]Bioarchaeology: An Introduction to the Archaeology and Anthropology of the Dead, 2nd Edition by Mark Q. Sutton

PDFs posted to Canvas
    
GRADE BREAKDOWN
Participation and Attendance 								100 points
Lab Worksheets				6 worksheets @ 50 points each			300 points	
Lab Practical 				1 practical exam @ 100 points			100 points
Assignment write-ups 			4 assignments @ 50 points each			200 points	
Final Presentation									100 points
Mini-Monograph Submission								200 points
Total											1000 points


Grades will be assigned as follows: A = 90-100% (900-1000 points), B = 80-89% (800-899 points), C = 70-79% (700-799 points), D = 60-69% (600-699 points), F < 60% (<600 points), with minus and plus grades assigned at UCCS cutoffs.   
  
The grading system used in this course is as follows:   
A Outstanding performance relative to that required to meet course requirements; demonstrates a mastery of course content at the highest level.   
B Performance that is significantly above that required to meet course requirements; demonstrates a mastery of course content at a high level.   
C Performance that meets the course requirements in every respect; demonstrates an adequate understanding of course content.   
D Performance that is at the minimal level necessary to pass the course but does not fully meet the course requirements; demonstrates a marginal understanding of course content.   
F       Performance in the course, for whatever reason, is unacceptable and does not meet the course requirements; demonstrates an inadequate understanding of the course content.   
 
ADDITIONAL COURSE-SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Due Dates and Late Assessments: Exams and assignments should be completed/submitted by the due dates (see schedule below). Late submissions will be penalized 10% for every day they are late (i.e. -10% any time after the due date, -20% (total) after 24 hours have passed, -30% after 48 hours have passed, etc.).  Extensions (without penalty) will not be given unless prior arrangements are made, or in cases of documented illness or emergencies. 

Use of Online Resources Not Associated with This Class: Answers for exams and other assessments should only come from materials provided in this course (i.e., lectures, readings). There is a lot of misinformation or out of context information on the internet and it is usually obvious when students use materials from unauthorized outside sources (i.e., Google Searches; ChatGPT). Because exams are taken online and you are not monitored while taking exams, you are on the honor system and, by taking this course you agree to only use course-provided materials. Any evidence that you are using materials from internet searches or other unauthorized content to answer questions will result in an automatic 0 on the assessment. If this happens more than once, you will receive an automatic 0 in the course and will be reported for academic dishonesty. 

Intellectual Property and Posting to External Websites: All course materials provided to students by their instructor are considered intellectual property of the instructor and UCCS. These course materials include, but are not limited to, lecture slides or notes, problem sets, exams, answer keys, study guides, outlines, etc. Students are actively encouraged to use these materials provided by their instructor to support and foster learning. In instances in which the instructor has encouraged collaborative learning, these materials may be shared with peers in the course who are registered and enrolled. Unauthorized distribution of these materials to any website, either during or after the semester, is strictly prohibited. Uploading course materials that are provided by your instructor to third party websites, even if modified for your personal use, is a violation of academic conduct and may result in a zero on individual assignments, a zero in the whole course, and further measures associated with academic dishonesty.




Course Schedule 
*Note: This schedule is subject to change based on the needs of the course*
	[bookmark: _Hlk502922077]W
	Monday
	Wednesday
	Readings

	1
	8/25
Introduction to Bioarchaeology 
	8/27
Field Methods
	Textbook Chapters 1 and 2

	2
	9/1: No Class - Labor Day Holiday
	9/3
Lab Methods/Intro to the skeleton
	Textbook Chapter 3


	3
	9/8
Lab 1 – The skull
	9/10
Lab 2 – Post-crania
	PDF (Hall et al., 2010)

	4
	9/15
Demography and mortuary practices 
	9/17
Discussion: 
· Assignment 1 DUE: research the demography and mortuary practices of your field site
	Textbook Chapter 4
PDF (Oliveira & Silva, 2021)


	5
	9/22
Paleopathology 1 – Energetic tradeoffs and Physical Activity
	9/24
Lab 3 – Age
	Textbook Chapter 5
PDF (Lewis, 2022)

	6
	9/29
Paleopathology 2 – Disease and abnormalities
	10/1
Lab 4 –Sex
	Textbook Chapter 6
PDF (Zuckerman & Crandall, 2019)

	7
	10/6
Paleoparasitology 

	10/8
Discussion:
· Assignment 2 DUE: research the paleopathology of your field site 
	PDFs (Araujo et al., 2013; Nezamabadi et al., 2013)

	8
	10/13
Trauma 1 – Violence and Cannibalism

	10/15
Film: Secrets of the Dead – Jamestown’s Dark Winter
	Textbook Chapter 7
PDF (Mant et al. 2021)

	9
	10/20
Trauma 2 – Intentional modifications
	10/22
Lab 5 – Paleopathology and Trauma
	PDFs (Berger et al., 2019; Kurin, 2013; Velasco, 2017)

	10
	10/27
Discussion:
· Assignment 3 DUE: research the evidence of trauma at your field site
	10/29
Halloween Special - Film: Secrets of the Dead – Field of Vampires
	PDF (Betsinger & Scott, 2014)



	11
	11/3
Specialized Technologies: Biodistance, Ancient DNA, and Imaging 
· Case Study: Kennewick Man
	11/5
Lab 6 – Human Variation and Population Biology
	Textbook Chapter 8
PDFs (Rasmussen et al., 2015; Alpaslan-Roodenberg et al., 2021)


	12
	11/10
Open Lab – Review for Lab Practical
	11/12
Laboratory Practical Exam	
	


	13
	11/17
Putting it all together: Bioarchaeology in context
	11/19
Reconstructing past societies
	Textbook Chapter 9 and 10

	FB
	11/24
Fall Break
	11/26
Fall Break
	

	14
	12/1
Modern Applications  
	12/3
Discussion:
· Assignment 4 DUE: What interpretations can you draw from your field site regarding culture, religion, social organization, etc.
	Textbook Chapter 11


	15
	12/8
Project Presentations
	12/10
Project Presentations
	

	F
	12/17
Final Projects Due
	
	


*Assignments will be described in more detail as the course progresses.


ADDITIONAL UCCS RESOURCES

Disability Services
If you are a student with a disability and believe you will need accommodations for this class, it is your responsibility to register with Disability Services and provide them with documentation of your disability. They will work with you to determine what accommodations are appropriate for your situation. To avoid any delay, you should contact Disability Services as soon as possible. Please note that accommodations are not retroactive and disability accommodations cannot be provided until a Faculty Accommodation Letter has been given to me. Please contact Disability Services for more information at Main Hall, 3rd floor, Room 324, (719) 255-3354, or dservice@uccs.edu.

Military Students
[bookmark: _Hlk124678586]If you are a military student with the potential of being called to military service or training during the course of the semester, you are encouraged to contact your UCCS course instructor no later than the first week of class to discuss the class attendance policy. Please see the Veteran and Military Affairs website for more information.

Textbook Affordability and Accessibility Program (TAAP)
· Required Materials: Course materials are available through TAAP (Textbook Affordability and Access Program). Log into your portal through uccs.textbookx.com; you can review your personal value sheet to see if TAAP benefits you. There is the option to “TAAP out” if the program does not fit your needs.
· Required Course Materials for this course: Our Origins, by Clark Spencer Larsen
· TAAP Materials Pick-up: Course materials can be picked up at the Campus Store unless you opted for a home delivery.
· More information:
· Textbook Affordability and Access Program | UCCS
· University of Colorado Colorado Springs Online Bookstore (textbookx.com)
· Troubleshooting: Backordered items, TAAPing out, deadlines, returns, etc. Email: shop@uccs.edu

Student Wellbeing 
UCCS is committed to facilitating the proactive wellbeing of all students. If you are unsure if you need assistance, free online mental health screenings can be found here. We welcome and encourage students to contact the following on-campus services for assistance regarding their physical, mental, and fitness needs:
· Wellness Center Health Services: 719-255-4444
· Campus Recreation: 719-255-7515
If you are struggling with your sense of belonging or diversity, equity, and inclusion challenges on campus, please consider reaching out to MOSAIC & the LGBTQ+ Resource Center. MOSAIC is located at University Center 110, 719-255-3319.
Other resources include:
· National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 800-273-8255, or text HELLO to 741741
· Colorado Crisis Services at 844-493-8255, or text TALK to 38255
· For emergencies contact UCCS Public Safety at 719-255-3111, or call 988 or 911

Responsible Reporting: Institutional Equity / Title IX Statement 
The Office of Institutional Equity (OIE), administers the University of Colorado (CU) Sexual Misconduct policy (including Title IX), the UCCS Discrimination and Harassment Policy, and the CU Conflict of Interest in Cases of Amorous Relationships Policy. All UCCS faculty and staff, including student employees, are considered “responsible employees” and must report any suspected or known conduct that may be in violation of these policies (“prohibited conduct”) directly to the OIE. This reporting requirement exists to support the safety of our campus community, and there is no statute of limitations. Prohibited conduct includes unwanted verbal or physical conduct that is sexual in nature, or based on a protected class (such as, gender, race, veteran status, disability, etc.). You may review the Applicable Policies and OIE’s Resolution Procedures here. While reporting prohibited conduct to the OIE is required by UCCS employees, participation in an OIE resolution process though the OIE is voluntary. Confidential reporting, and access to medical and mental health services, are available to students through the UCCS Wellness Center at 719-255-4444.



