
WHAT DO I DO WITH A 
B.A. IN ANTHROPOLOGY?

Finding jobs that fit your skills 
and interests



WHAT ARE MY INTERESTS?

Why did you go into anthropology? What questions interest you?



WHAT ARE MY SKILLS?
General skills you may have acquired:

Writing skills
 Grantwriting and report writing
 Analytical writing (qualitative and quantitative)

Communications skills
 Facilitating group discussions
 Communicating findings to broad audiences
 Consulting with stakeholders, descendant communities

Organizational skills
 Database design, setup, management

Problem-solving and critical thinking skills

Facility with languages

Data recording and presentation skills
 Photography, videography, interactive displays
 Multimedia presentations, exhibit design, public outreach

More specific skills from your degree:

Analyzing group dynamics

Observing human (and non-human) behavior

Evaluating organizational structures and assessing 
their effectiveness

Thinking outside your own cultural experience, 
finding creative solutions to real-world issues

Communicating with diverse groups of people and 
engaging diverse stakeholders

Designing and conducting interviews

Analyzing “taste” and preferences to tailor 
messages or products to specific audiences

Understanding appropriate cultural contexts when 
framing public service messages or public outreach 
initiatives



WHAT EXPERIENCE DO I HAVE?

Internships or research assistantships

Independent study/research reports

Grantwriting

Laboratory research techniques and procedures

Museum design or interpretation

Cultural resource management/excavation

Field research 

Community-based research



POTENTIAL EMPLOYERS CAREERS

National, state, local 
governments

Corporations 

Consulting firms

Museums/cultural institutions

Private, nonprofit sector

Multi- or bilateral aid 
organizations

Education 

Local/international NGOs 
or PVOs

Private foundations

International businesses

Education 

Computer industry

Advertising industry

Etc.

Translator/interpreter, ESL

Technical writer, editor, 
publisher, journalist

Attorney

Foreign correspondent

Public health worker

Human resources/diversity 
officer

Nonprofit administrator



FINDING ADVERTISED POSITIONS

https://www.usajobs.gov/

https://www.impactpool.org/

https://www.shovelbums.org/

https://www.cwam-us.org/

https://www.usajobs.gov/
https://www.impactpool.org/
https://www.shovelbums.org/
https://www.cwam-us.org/


READING JOB ADS (BETWEEN THE LINES)









APPLYING FOR JOBS

Meeting qualifications

What matters?

Creating an application package

Cover letter

CV or resume?

Sample work?

Preparing for interviews

What kinds of questions will they ask?

What questions should you ask?



CV VS. RESUME



OTHER RESOURCES

Careers in anthropology

Linguistics as a profession

The Linguistic List

https://www.americananthro.org/AdvanceYourCareer/Content.aspx?ItemNumber=1783&navItemNumber=742
https://www.linguisticsociety.org/resource/linguistics-profession
https://new.linguistlist.org/

